
CONGREGATIONAL HOUSE, NO. 14 BEACON STREET. 

March 27,1900 

President Ezra Brain erd, LI. D., 

Middlebury, Vermont. 

My dear President Brainerd:- 

I have your favor of March 23rd. I want very much to 

be present at the meeting of the Board of Trustees next Tuesday, 

but fear that other engagements will prevent. If I am not able 

to come, I will write you before that time. I sincerely hope you 

will be able to back up a movement among the Alumni for securing an 

Alumni Fund for the college this Centennial year. I believe many 

of them would deem it a privilege to work for the old college, and 

that thus working for it they would bind themselves to the college 

in a remarkable manner. 

I had a few words with Dr. Scott last night and I find him 

thoroughly stirred up upon this subject, but if this movement is not 

strongly backed from Middlebury, he will cool off very rapidly. 

He is in a condition to raise money now, and to give, and I think 

you will find that many alumni throughout the country are in that 

condition, so I hope the plan ran be made universal. it could 

not in any way interfere with the larger gifts to which you refer. 

I suppose a Committee will be appointed at this meeting 

of the trustees upon Honorary degrees, to be conferred at Commence¬ 

ment. Nothing ought to be done in this matter hastily. I would 

like to know what you would think of giving the degree of LL. D. to 

Mr. S. B. Capen, who has been so prominent in Municipal affairs in 
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Massachusetts, and who is now president of the American Board! 

He could be present to receive the degree. 

I renain, 

Very sincerely yours, 




